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Course Name and Number:
Jewish Identity, Leadership and Leaders throughout the Ages
Dr. Adam S. Ferziger
04-669-80
04-670-80
Type of course: Lecture
Year of Studies:2015-2016  Semester: Fall & Spring  Hours/credits: 2
Course Description: 
This course explores selected issues of Jewish identity in their historical contexts. Using biographical, religious and literary sources we will look at central dilemmas that confronted Jews and their leaders in the medieval, early modern, modern and contemporary periods.  As the course progresses we will focus on the tension between continuity and innovation that became an ever more central issue in modern times.  We will examine the various strategies adopted and the debates that ensued.

 The Process of the Course: 
(Teaching Methods, use of technology, Guest Speakers)  

  Detailed Lesson plan:
· Christianity and Judaism
· Islam and Judaism
· Forced Conversion
· Kiddush Hashem – Martyrdom
· New Christians (Anusim, "Marranos")
· Messianism
· Mysticism - Kabbalah
· Secularization
· Religious – Secular Relations
· Zionism and Anti-Zionism
· Chabad Hasidism
· Post-Holocaust Identity
· Assimilation
· American Jewish Identity
· Israeli Jewish Identity
· Jewish Denominations (Orthodox, Reform, Conservative)
· Post-Denominationalism
· Intermarriage
· New Age Judaism
· Gender and Feminism


Course requirements
1. Attendance and Participation: Up to 20% of the final grade.
2. Research Paper and Final Exam: 80% 
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