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                                                        Date: Oct. 2015
Introduction to Halacha: Women in Judaism
Type of course: Lecture
Year of Studies: 2015-2016 Semester: Fall & Spring   Hours/credits: 2
Course Objectives: The course aims to broaden the student’s knowledge of basic Jewish practice, as well as to enrich her understanding of the roots, development and contemporary application of halacha. The course will introduce the student to the important halachic texts through analysis of source material, although emphasis will be placed on reflective discussion concerning the relevance and applicability of halacha to our contemporary lives.
Course Description: This course introduces the student to the unique status of the Jewish woman in Jewish Law, as well as her role within the family and broader society. Topics auxiliary to family law, such as kashrut and Jewish holidays, will also be treated, with special emphasis placed on the halachic obligations of the Jewish woman in those categories.
 The Process of the Course: 

The course is lecture-based, with required readings and one guest lecturer on the subject of mikvah.
  Detailed Lesson plan:
Week 1: The Seven Laws of Noach, or “What is Halacha?”

Readings: pp3-7 (Donin, “Halakha: The Jewish Way”)
Week 2: Women and Halacha: Obligations and Exemptions

Week 3: Gender Roles and the Jewish Woman


Readings: pp. 10-32 (Berman, “The Status of Women in Halakhic Judaism,” Brayer, Jewish Women in Rabbinic Literature)

Week 4: Premarital Sex and Yichud

Week 5: The Philosophy of Tzniyut


Readings: 33-39 (Lamm, “Tzniyut: A Universal Concept”)

Week 6: Sanctity of Sexuality: Laws of Hirhur/Histaklut
Week 7: Lighting the Shabbat Candles

Week 8: Chanuka

Week 9: Kashrut: The Essentials, or “Why Bother?” 

Readings: ppl 49-69 (Soloveichik, “Locusts, Giraffes and the Meaning of Kashrut)

Week 10: Practical Kashrut

Week 11: Tu b’Shvat and You

Week 12: Hilchot Lashon Hara

Week 13: Purim, Esther and the Megillah

Week 14: Birth to Death: The Jewish Lifecycle

Week 15: Marriage and Obligations


Readings: pp74-78 (Bleich, Weinberg)

Week 16: The Marriage Ceremony in Halacha

Week 17: Judaism, Sexuality and Contraception

Week 18: Tum’ah v’Tahara: The Niddah Status


Readings: pp79-90 (Greenberg, Slonim)

Weeks 19 and 20: The Tahara Process and Mikvah

Week 20: Kisui Rosh


Readings: 91-98 (Henkin, Schreiber)

Week 21: Divorce and Get

Week 22: The Aguna Issue and Prenuptual Agreements


Readings: 99-103 (Breitowitz)
Course requirements:
Students are required to complete the readings assigned for each class. There are no cellphones allowed in the classroom. There are no pre-requisites for this course. There is a midterm assignment for each term. Grading is assessed as follows:

Attendance: 40%

Midterm Assignment: 25%

Final Exam: 35%
Students taking this class for credit will receive a number grade. Students auditing the class will receive a pass/fail grade. In order to audit this class, students must attend at least 60% of the classes and receive permission from the Academic Dean.
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Required textbooks: Students are required to purchase a prepared booklet of articles (“bulkpack”). 
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