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                                                        Date: July 2015
Course Name: 

Topics in Talmud
Type of course: Rabbinic Literature/Talmud
Year of Studies:    2015-2016     Semester:  Fall/Spring   Hours/credits: 2
The courses objectives: To gain an overall understanding of the structure of the Babylonian Talmud, it's various methods of formulating arguments and discussions, recognizing patterns and themes within the Talmud, learning selected topics in Talmud that shed light on major issues and themes that are often relevant to modern Jewish life, as well as gathering skills for learning selected topics in Talmud.
Course Description: 
The course will begin by laying the historical and philosophical foundation for the Babylonian Talmud –why it was written down and what its function is throughout the generations of Jewish life and religious observance. The class will then select various topics from the Talmud and learn them, focusing on understanding the text, analyzing major commentaries on the topic, following the flow of the discussion, and determining what if any) practical application can be derived from the topic. The course will attempt to shed light on the various aspects and areas of Talmud – halachic and aggadic, as well as the different categories it contains – marriage/divorce, damages, holidays, prayers and blessings, and others. We will look for ways to understand specific topics in Talmud within the larger framework of the Oral Torah, looking for larger themes or general rules that can be derived from each discussion. 
  Detailed Lesson plan:

Fall 5776 
	Required Reading
	Topic of the Lesson
	Number of Lesson

	
	Introduction
	1

	Parshat Mishpatim and Commentaries, Maimonides' Introduction to commentary on Mishnah, Tractate Shabbat an commentaries
	The historical and philosophical background to the Babylonian Talmud
	2-3

	Tractate Baba Metzia 2a-b
	"Two are holding a Tallit"
	4

	Tractate Gittin 3a-4a
	One witness is needed for Issurin
	5.

	Shabbat 21a
	Nerot Chanukah
	6.

	Tractate Gittin
	Zachin L'Adam Shelo B'Fanav
	7.

	Baba Basra 2a
	Hezeik Rei'yah
	8

	Baba Basra 4-5
	Zeh Neheneh V'Zeh Lo Chaser
	9.

	Sukkah – Lulav Hagazul
	Mitzvah Habaah B'Aveirah
	10.

	Nedarim 2a
	Chefzta vs Gavra 
	11.

	Baba Kamma
	Shor Tam Vs Shor Muad
	12.

	Baba Basra 76
	Gineiva Vs Gizeila
	13.

	
	Review
	14.


Spring 5776
	
	Introduction to second Semester
	1.

	Nedarim 13b
	Eilu V'eilu
	2.

	Baba Metzia
	Lo Bashamayim hi
	3.

	Brachot 35a
	Torah Im Derech Eretz 1
	4.

	Brachot 35a
	Torah Im Derech Eretz 2
	5.

	Kidushin 39b
	Reward for Mitzvot
	6.

	Sanhedrin 
	Olam Haba
	7.

	Sanhedrin
	Moshiach/End of Days
	8.

	Brachot / Rambam / R' Chaim Soloveitchik
	Mitzvot Tzrichot Kavannah
	9.

	Megillah
	Yom Tov Sheini – Minhag Avoteinu Biyadeinu
	10.

	Beitzah
	Eruv Tavshilin 
	11.

	Shabbat
	Shabbat – Milechet Machshevet Asrah Torah
	12.

	Shabbat
	Shabbat: Gramma/Amirah L'Akum
	13.

	
	Conclusion and review
	14.


Course requirements:
· Attendance
· Midterm Assignment [one per semester]
· Final Exam [one per semester]
Bibliography: (Required/ Elective) 

Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Avodah Zarah, 3b

Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Bava Basra, 2a, 4a-b, 76a
Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Bava Basra, selected commentaries

Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Bava Kamma, 

Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Bava Metzia, 2a

Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Bava Metzia, selected commentaries
Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Beitzah, 17a-b
Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Berachot, 33a-35a
Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Berachot, selected commentaries

Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Eruvin, 13b

Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Gittin, 2a-4b, 8a

Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Kiddushin, 39b
Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Megillah, 16b 

Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Nedarim, 2a

Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Sanhedrin
Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Sanhedrin, selected commentaries

Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Shabbat
Bomberg ed., Talmud Bavli, Tractate Shabbat, selected commentaries
4
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