Course Name and Number:

Wortld of the Sages - Rabbi Ari Kahn
02-499-80
Type of course: Lecture

Year of Studies: 2017-2018 Semester: Fall & Spring Hours/credits: 2

Course Description:
The course will deal with an analysis of the worldview of the Sages of the Talmudic and
post-Talmudic period, as is reflected by their comments found in the Talmud and
Midrashic literature. Specific attention will be paid to the Rabbinic approach to Biblical
Characters.

Throughout the course Biblical Passages will be studied, and then reconsidered from the
perspective of the Sages. Theological issues will be raised and the philosophical opinions
of the Sages will be analyzed.

Fall Semester 02-499-80

Detailed Lesson plan:

1. The Fratricide of Cain
Midrash Rabbah - Genesis 22:2

2. The leadership of Noah, “A Stupid Shepherd”
Sanhedrin 108a, Midrash Rabbah - Genesis 30:9, Zohar Hashmatot, Margoliot edition
Bereishit 254b, Zohar, Vayikra, Section 3, Page 15a, Seder Olam chapter 1

3. The Monotheism of Abraham - From logic to revelation.
Nedarim 32a, Midrash Rabbah Genesis 64:4, Midrash Rabbah Genesis 38, Midrash
Rabbah Genesis 95:3, Midrash Rabbah Genesis 39,
The Sages Their Concepts and Beliefs, pages19-36

4. The Sacrifice of Isaac
Shabbat 89b, Midrash Rabbah - Genesis 56:8
The Sages Their Concepts and Beliefs, pages 400-419

5. The Personality of Sarah.
Midrash Rabbah - Genesis 45:1, Midrash Rabbah - Genesis XI.V:3, Midrash Rabbah -
Genesis XLLV:4, Midrash Rabbah - Genesis LLX:16, Zohar Volume 1, 1332
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Man of Faith in the Modern World, pages 83-89

6. The competition of Esau and Jacob.
Midrash Rabbah 99:9, Midrash Rabbah 65:22, Midrash Rabbah - Genesis LXV:10,
Midrash Rabbah - Genesis LXXVIII:14



7. The emergence of a Nation
Sotah 46b, Sotah 17a, Midrash Rabbah 69:8, Midrash Rabbah 28:3
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Man of Faith in the Modern World, pages 29-36

8. The Struggle of Jacob.
Hulin 91a, Zohar Bereshit 1702, Yoma 806a,
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9. The leadership of Judah. Proto-messianism
Midrash Rabbah 85:1,2,5,11,
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The Sages Their Concepts and Beliefs, pages 682-692

10. The Heroism of Joseph.

Eicha Rabbah Introduction section 24, Sotah 36b, Sanhedrin 102a, Migilah 16b, Sukka 52a
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The Sages Their Concepts and Beliefs, pages 521-523

11. The Death of Jacob
Midrash Rabbah - Genesis 96:1, Midrash Rabbah Genesis 98:2, Midrash Rabbah Genesis
99:5, Pesachim 56a, Midrash Rabbah Genesis 98:3, Midrash Rabbah Deuteronomy 2:35,
Mishna Eduyyot Chapter 2:9, Talmud - Berachoth 61b, Midrash Rabbah Genesis 53:11
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12. The Emergence of Moses as leader.
Midrash Rabbah Exodus 1:8,26,32, Hullin 139b,
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Course requirements
Attendance, mastery of the primary and secondary sources.
A final examination will be given at the end of each semester.

Grade Components: Number grade.

Final — 70%
Attendance — 30%
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