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                                                    Date: Sep. 2017
Course Name:
Jewish Philosophy
Type of course: Lecture
Year of Studies: 2017-2018 Semester: Fall    Hours/credits: 2
Course description:
Jewish mysticism, or Kabbala, translates the architecture upon which all Creation is based into a guide that can enrich the life of the person who studies it. We will examine texts that explain the way our inner and outer worlds are constructed, including excerpts from the Zohar. We will also study some of the writings of Rabbi Yitzchak Luria (the Ari), Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, and the modern writer, Rabbi Yechiel Bar-Lev. And don’t worry – we won’t look at anything you shouldn’t see before you are forty years old!
Topics include: tzimtzum (contraction), the ten sefirot, worlds, lights and vessels, the breaking of the vessels, klipot (husks), and powers of the soul.
Required text:
The texts, in both Hebrew and English translation, will be handed out in class.

Other requirements:
· Regular attendance – a maximum of three absences will be allowed per semester, including absence due to illness. Excessive absences will result either in lowering of your course grade, or in no credit for the course.

· Two late appearances will constitute one absence.

· Participation in class discussion.

· There will be monthly quizzes and a midterm examination. 

BREAKDOWN WEEK BY WEEK 

1. Understanding the mind and soul

            Additional Reading:
· Rambam, Pirke Avot, “Shemoneh Perakim,” Moznaim Publishing Corporation, 1994, pp. 7-22.
2. Understanding the mind and soul

             Additional Reading: 

· Rambam, Pirke Avot, “Shemoneh Perakim,” Moznaim Publishing Corporation, 1994, pp. 22-34. 
3. Understanding the mind and soul
 Additional Reading:

· Rambam, Pirke Avot, “Shemoneh Perakim,” Moznaim Publishing Corporation, 1994, pp. 39-46
4. Evidence for G-d’s existence

Additional Reading: 

· Rabbi Lawrence Keleman, Permission to Believe, Targum Press, 1990.

5. Human Ratzon and the Creator’s Ratzon
Additional Reading:
·  Rabbi Yechiel Bar-Lev, Song of the Soul, 1994, pp. 17-38.     

6. The Tzimtzum (contraction)

                  Additional Reading:
·  Rabbi Yechiel Bar-Lev, Song of the Soul, 1994, pp. 151-158.

7. The ray of light

                  Additional Reading: 
·  Rabbi Yechiel Bar-Lev, Song of the Soul, 1994, pp. 159-168.

8.  The Sefirot

                  Additional Reading:
·  Rabbi Yechiel Bar-Lev, Song of the Soul, 1994, pp. 71-122.
9. The two structures of the Sefirot   
Additional Reading:
· Rabbi Yechiel Bar-Lev, Song of the Soul, 1994, pp. 123-132.

10. The worlds

                  Additional Reading:
· Rabbi Yechiel Bar-Lev, Song of the Soul, 1994, pp. 57-70.     

11. The shattering of the vessels

                  Additional Reading: 

· Rabbi Yechiel Bar-Lev, Song of the Soul, 1994, pp. 205-216.     

12. Disorder and Repair

13. Shells
