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Course Name and Number:
Jewish Identity, Leadership and Leaders through the Ages
04-669-80
O4-670-80
Type of course: Lecture
Year of Studies: 2021-22    Semester:   Fall & Spring            Hours/credits 3

The courses objectives: (Overall Objectives/ Specific Objectives)
The objective of this course is to familiarize students with key historic religious figures and their focal roles in articulating new forms of Jewish identity during their lifetimes.

Course Description: 
This course explores selected religious leadership figures who lived during medieval, early modern, modern, and contemporary times who played key roles in articulating new perceptions of Jewish identity in their lifetimes and influenced the ensuing trajectory of Judaism within the environments and communities with which they were connected. Using biographical, religious and literary sources we will look at central dilemmas that confronted Jews in these periods.  As the course progresses we will focus on the tension between continuity and innovation that became an ever more central issue in modern times.  We will examine the various strategies adopted and the debates that ensued.

 The Process of the Course: 
(Teaching Methods, use of technology, Guest Speakers)  

  Detailed Lesson plan:

	Required Reading
	Topic of the Lesson
	Number of Lesson

	
	Introduction
	1. 

	Shalom Spiegel, The Last Trial
	Meir of Rothenberg and Ashkenazi Martyrdom
	2. 

	Gerson Cohen, "Messianic Postures in Ashkenaz and Sepharad"
	Shmuel ha-Nagid and Sephardic Duality
	3. 

	Abraham Halkin and David Hartman. Crisis and Leadership: Epistles of Maimonides 
	Maimonides: Philosopher, Codifier, and Leader

	4. 

	Rachel Elior, "Exile and Redemption in Jewish Mystical Thought"
	Isaac Luria: Exile and Mysticism
	5. 

	Gerschom Scholem, Sabbetai Sevi
	Shabbetai Sevi the Mystical Messiah
	6. 

	
	
	7. 

	Moshe Rosman, Founder of Hasidism
	Israel "Ba'al Shem Tov" and the Rise of Hasidism
	8. 

	
	
	9. 

	Eliyahu Stern, The Genius
	Elijah the "Gaon of Vilna" and the Rise of Mitnagedism
	10. 

	
	
	11. 

	Shmuel Feiner, Moses Mendelssohn
	Moses Mendelssohn and the Jewish Enlightenment
	12. 

	Adam Ferziger, "Abraham Geiger and the Denominational Approach to Jewish Life"
	Abraham Geiger and Jewish Reform
	13. 

	Michael Silber, "The Emergence of Ultra-Orthodoxy"
	Hatam Sofer and Hungarian Orthodoxy
	14. 

	Adam Ferziger, Exclusion and Hierarchy
	SR Hirsch and Torah im Derekh Erez
	15. 

	Naomi Seidman, Sarah Schenirer and the Bais Yaakov Movement 
	Sarah Schenirer and Female Jewish Leadership
	16. 

	Avi  Ravitzky, Messianism, Zionism and Jewish Religious Radicalism
	A.I. Kook and Redemptive Zionism
	17. 

	Zvi Zohar, "Sephardic Rabbinic Responses to Modernity: Some Central Characteristics"
	Ben-Zion Meir Hai Ouziel and the Halakhic Tradition of Eastern Jewry
	18. 

	Mel Scult, The Radical American Judaism of MM Kaplan
	Mordecai Kaplan and Judaism as a Civilization
	19. 

	Shai Held, Abraham Joshua Heschel
	Abraham Joshua Heschel and Spiritual Ethics
	20. 

	Seth Farber, An American Orthodox Dreamer
	Joseph Soloveitchik and Orthodox Existentialism  
	21. 

	Haym Soloveitchik, "Rupture and Reconstruction"
	Aaron Kotler and American Haredism
	22. 

	Menachem Friedman and Samuel Heilman, The Rebbe
	Menachem Mendel Schneerson and Outreach
	23. 

	Nissim Leon, 
"Zikui Harabim: Ovadia Yosef's Approach toward Religious Activism and his Place in the Haredi Movement within Mizrachi Jewry"
	Ovadiah Yosef and the Israeli Eastern Neo-Traditionalist Revolution
	24. 

	Tamar Ross, "Modern Orthodoxy and the Challenge of Feminism"
	Blu Greenberg and Orthodox Feminism
	25. 

	Yaakov Ariel, "Hasidism in the Age of Aquarius"
	Shlomo  Carlebach – Hasidism and New Age
	26. 

	Arnold Eisen et al., The Jew Within
	Sharon Brous and Emergent Judaism
	27. 




Requirements/ Assignment/Tasks: 
Class Participation and Weekly Homework Assignments/Final Exam
Class Participation and HW: 40%
Exam: 60%
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