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1.Goals of Course and expected outcomes of Study.

Course Goals:
To impart a basic knowledge of the ideas and literature of Jewish Mysticism from antiquity (the biblical period), the Talmudic period, until the Middle Ages (particularly the 12th to 16th century), with an emphasis on a historical perspective looking for continuity from the early period of Jewish Mysticism up to the later period which is dominated by the Kabbalah.

Outcomes of Study – Knowledge of the names of the thinkers, the main books, the basic concepts and the historical issues and challenges.
1. Course Content:

The course will point to the parallels between early Jewish Mysticism and the kabbalah of the Middle Ages. The parallels point to continuity of ideas and the differences point to the novel ideas being developed in the later period. The discussion is both of history and ideas.

The progression of the lectures: 

The course discusses the history of Jewish mysticism and attempts to understand the biblical roots of this phenomenon, continuing with its manifestations in Rabbinic Literature (Sifrut Hazal), the Heikhalot literature, Sefer Yetzira, the book Bahir, the kabbalah in Provence, the kabbalah in Gerona and Castilian kabbalah, including: the appearance of the Zoharic literature, and the Ecstatic Kabbalah of Abraham Abulafia, ending with the names of the Kabbalists in 16th century Zfat.
    תכנית הוראה מפורטת לכל השיעורים: (רשימה או טבלה כדוגמת המצ"ב)

	
	
	Topic
	lecture

	
	
	What is Philosophy, Religious Philosophy, and Jewish Philosophy and how is it different from Mysticism and Kabbalah?
	1

	
	Hallamish (Introduction, Idel (Kabbalah), J. Dan (Jewish Mysticism)             and Scholem (origins of), Scholem (On The Kabbalah, 5-31)
	Mysticism and Halakha – Jewish mystics usually refrain from claiming revelation but rather claim a transmission of knowledge to save halakha from anarchy.
Meaning of the word Mysticism in research. Three types of Jewish Mysticism: Theosophic, Ecstatic and Theurgic.
	2

	
	Moshe Hallamish,(Introduction)
	Is biblical prophecy the original form of Jewish mysticism? What is prophecy and what is a prophetic experience? What is the place of symbolism in prophecy?
	3

	
	Mishna Hagiga 2,1 and commentary. Talmud Hagiga 14b, four who entered the pardes.
	What are the secrets of the Talmudic (Hazal) period? What things are called secrets in the Talmud? What is a secret?
	4

	
	Lesser Heichalot, Greater Heihalot (excerpts) Sefer Yezira chapter one and two.
Book of Bahir (excerpts)
	The Heikhalot literature – extra Talmudic (Hazal) literature. The story of four who entered the pardes in the lesser Heikhalot. Techniques to reach revelation in the greater Heikhalot. Book of Yetzira. The letters in creation. Midrash Oti'ot deRabi Akiva. Midrash Rabbah on God creating the world from the torah. Three secrets of Hazal: Maaseh Breisheit, Maaseh Merkava and Divine names.

	5-6

	
	Ramban and Bahya ben Asher on "God blessed Avraham with everything". Moshe de Leon (Shekel HaKodesh) on the origin of Kabbalah. M. Idel (The Window of Opportunity). Hallamish (Introduction pp. 97-112)
	The emergence of Kabbalah in Provence, and the kabbalah in Gerona and Castile, from the Ravad to Ramban. The window of opportunity from 1263 when Ramban left Spain. The three main topics: Sefirot, the Four Worlds and levels of the soul.
	7-8

	
	G, Scholem (Major Trends), Aryeh Kaplan (Meditation and kabbalah), M. Idel (The Mystical Experience in Abraham Abulafia)
	The prophetic Kabbalah of Avraham Abulafia. Letter meditation and other techniques to reach ecstatic experience. Four ways to analyze Hebrew letters
	9

	
	Moshe Zakut (Sefer Hayuhsin,), Ramak (Or Yakar) origin of Zohar. Scholem (Origins of Kabbalah), Yehuda liebes (Mi Katav et Sefer hazohar), Daniel Abrams, Boaz Huss (Like the Radiance, Chap. 3).Yisrael Tashma (The Revealed of the Hidden), Ronit Meroz (The Archaeology of the Zohar) 

	The problem with the origin of the Zohar. The diary of R. Isaac of Acre. The Aramaic of the Zohar. The argument over its authenticity (Isaac of Acre,Yehudah Aryeh of Modena (Ari Nohem), Jacob Emden (Mitpahat Sefarim), R. Isaac Haver (Magen ve-Zina), R. David Luria of Bihov (Kadmut Hazohar), modern scholarship. The printing of the Zohar. Reading a text. 
	10-11

	
	Jacob Katz, Moshe Hallamish, R. Shuchat (Kavim Makbilim)
	The influence of Zohar on Halakha and the position of R. Josef Karo author of the Shulkan Arukh.
	12

	
	Sefer Hashalah, (Shavuot). R. Hayyim Vital (Sefer HaHezyonot)  
	The kabbalists of 16th century Zfat
	13


3. Earlier Requirements

None

4. Course Obligations:

Reader, 80% attendance, short essay on one of the required sources from the bibliography.
5. Components of the final grade (number grade)

The test 90%, essay 10%

6. Bibliography – Demonstrates the sources for the course, non-obligatory except for the five which are designated as required.
General introductions 
J. Dan, Jewish Mysticism, Northvale New Jersey, 1998.

M. Hallamish, An Introduction to the Kabbalah, Albany, 1998. Chapters one and two. (Required)
A. Safran, Kabbalah, Jerusalem 1974.  
G. Scholem, Encyclopedia Judaica, Jerusalem 1971, vol. 10, Kabbalah, 643-646. Required.

G. Scholem, Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism, NY 1941 (lectures one and four pp. 1-38, 119-152) required.
G. Scholem, On the Kabbalah and Its Symbolism, NY 1965.
G. Scholem, Origins of the Kabbalah, Princeton 1987.
R. Shuchat, Jewish Faith in a Changing World, a Modern Introduction to Jewish Philosophy, Boston 2013.  (158-168) Required.
On early Kabbalah and Heikhalot Literature
D. Abrams, The Book Bahir: An Edition based on the Earliest Manuscripts, with an introduction by Moshe Idel, Los Angeles, 1994 (Hebrew)
D. Blumenthal, Understanding Jewish Mysticism, NY 1978.
M. S. Cohen, The Shiur Qomah: Texts and Recensions, Tubingen, 1985.
Y. Dan, Jewish Mysticism: Late Antiquity, Northvale 1998. 

Y. Dan, "Can the Mystics of the Merkavah be Regarded as a Sect?", DAAT 50 (2003) 13-34.(Hebrew).
R. Elior, The Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism, Oxford 2014.
P. Schafer, The Hidden and Manifest God, Albany 1992.
Abraham Abulafia
M. Idel, The Mystical Experience in Abraham Abulafia, Albany 1987.

A. Kaplan, Meditation and Kabbalah, San Francisco 1982. (Chapters three and Four) Required.
G. Scholem, Major Trends (Above)

On the Kabbalah of Provence and Spain

M. Idel, Kabbalah New Perspectives, New Haven 1990.

M. Idel, "The Window of Opportunities", DAAT 48 (2002) 5-32. (Hebrew)

G. Scholem, The Kabbalah in Provence, R. Shatz ed. Jerusalem 1986 (Hebrew).

G. Scholem Major Trends (above) chapters 5,6.

Y. Tishbi, Studies in Kabbalah and Its Branches, 1, Jerusalem 1982. (Hebrew)
The Zohar
D. Abrams, "When Was the Introduction to the Booh of Zohar Written?", Asufot Sefer Hashana LeMadaei HaYahadut, 8 (1994) 211-225. (Hebrew)
D. Abrams, "The Zohar as a Book: On the Assumptions and Expectations of the Kabbalists and Modern Scholarship’, Kabbalah: Journal 12 (2004), 201-232 (Hebrew).
B. Huss, Like the Radiance of the Sky: Chapters in the Reception History of the Zohar and the Construction of Its Symbolic Value, Jerusalem 2008. (Hebrew)
Y. Liebes, Studies in the Zohar, Albany 2012. 
R. Meroz, "The Archaeology of the Zohar, Sifra Detseni'uta as a Sample Text", DAAT 82 (2016) 9-85. 

Kabbalah and Halakha
M. Benayahu, "Kabbalah and Halakhah – A Confrontation", DAAT 5 (1980) 61-115. (Hebrew)
M. Hallamish, Kabbalah in Liturgy, Halakhah and Customs, Ramat Gan 2000. (Hebrew)
Jacob Katz, “Halakhah and Kabbalah as Competing Disciplines,” in Arthur Green, ed., Jewish Spirituality, vol. 2: From the Sixteenth-Century Revival to the Present (New York 1987), 34-63.

Y. Ta-Shma, The Revealed of the Hidden: the Study of Embedded Halakhah in the Book of Zohar, Bnei Brak 2001.(Hebrew)
R. Shuchat, “When Parallel Lines Meet: Halakhah and Kabbalah in the Writings of the Vilna Gaon and R. Hayyim of Volozhin”, Proceedings of the Conference on the Zohar in Tel Aviv U. (Teudah 21-22 (2007), 449-486. (Hebrew)
Textbooks and written material:

The source reader for the course.

Material for the exam:

The reader and the material in class.
