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Bar-Ilan University





Updated March 2023
Department: One Year Foreign Students' Program

Name and Number of Course
R. Nahman of Breslov's Stories and Thought
Name of the Lecturer: Dr. Raphael Shuchat

                Type of Course: Lecture
Academic year: 2023-2024 semester  one. 1 weekly hr. 
Internet Access: Course has online moodle communication

1.Goals of Course and expected outcomes of Study
Course Goals: 
To teach basic concepts and models of hassidic stories in general and those of R. Nahman in particular as well as to explain the Hassidic thinking that forms the basis of these stories. In recent years R. Nahman's stories have become popular among neo-hassidic groups as well as in the research of hassidut. It is my wish to present to the students the link between these stories and the Hassidic weltanschauung that stands behind them, particularly in the case of R. Nahman. 
Statements:
The students will learn to recognize a Hassidic story and its literary style.
The students will learn to identify the various goals of R. Nahman's stories.
The students will learn about the origins of 18th century Hassidism and the reasons for its inception.

The students will learn to discern between Hassidism as a movement and Hassidic thought.
2. Content of the Course: 
Rationale and Topics: topics to be covered: The beginnings and the historical reasons for the birth of Hassidism. The place of storytelling in the Hassidism; the changes that took place in the style of Hassidic story-telling; the relation between Hassidic stories and Hassidic thought; the sources of Hassidic thought as derived from the kabbalists of Tzfat particularly Cordoverian and Lurianic Kabbalah; The goals of R. Nahman's stories, The life of R. Nahman and the vicissitudes of his life as reflected in the stories;  ways of deciphering the stories.
An Overview of the lectures:

 The course will include comparisons of Hassidic story telling inside and outside the Hassidic world. We will utilize as well audio-video presentations of Hassidic stories and discuss if they are faithful to the original. We will also discuss R. Nahman's stories from a literary point of view in light of contemporary stories from his non-Jewish contemporaries (particularly the brother's Grimm). We will discuss the fascination with Hassidic stories which generated the collections of Yitzhak Leib Peretz, Martin Buber, Abraham Joshua Heschel and Elie Weisel's books on the topic. I will also have the students attempt their own analysis of the stories and see what they find, as well as to explain how they reached their conclusions.
Detailed Course Description:
	Sources
	topics
	 Number of class

	M. Rosman (HaBesht), R. Elior (Yisrael Baal Shem), Idel (Hassidut) Heschel (the Circle)
	What is Hassidism? Historical and social reasons for its inception. What is known about the Baal Shem Tov? Who were his Disciples?
	1

	Arthur Green (Tormented master) Shuchat (R. Hayyim of Volozhin and Hassidism)
	The Life of R. Nahman. The difference between the Hassidism as a  movement and Hassidic thought.
	2

	Z. Gries, Zvi Mark, Yosef Dan, Y. Elstein.
	The Hassidic story as a literary genre. The difference between the early (first generation) stories and later stories
	3

	Yosef Weiss, Z. Mark, M. Piekarz
Y. L. Peretz, Eli Wiesel
	The goals of Hassidic story-telling: Ethical teachings or miraculous stories of the tzadikim? Examples of stories:  Y. L. Peretz (Hassidut,"Even Higher") Eli Weisel (Souls on fire), and R. Shlomo Carlbach's neo-hassidic stories
	4

	Likutei Moharan and R. Natan's letters. A. Kaplan (R. Nahman's Sories)

 
	The importance of story telling for R. Nahman as found in Likutei Moharan and in R. Natan's Introduction to the stories.
	5

	Michal Oron, Y. Dan, Z. Mark. 
	The reason for R. Nahman's shift to story telling in his final 2 years. Symbolic stories as an expression of R. Nahma's thought: example: Ma'ase Bebitahon . Introducing the  four categories of his stories
	6

	Y. Weiss, A. Green, G. Scholem, Y. Dan, Z. Mark, 
M. Peikarz
	The controversy among researchers over the meaning of Nahman's stories 
	7

	
	Examples of Talmudic sources (Melekh Shegazar Shmad)and  Kabbalistic sources (Maaseh Bebitahon)
	8

	Shuchat,( Sipurei R. Nahman) 
	The four goals of Nahman's stories: One: Stories Concerning  Hassidism:  Story of the  Prince who thought he was a turkey; story of the tainted grain; story of the Treasure under the Charles Bridge.
	9

	Y. Weiss
	Two: Stories of R. Nahman's struggles, (Story of a Leader of Prayer)
	10

	Z. Mark (Kol Sipurei), Shuchat
	Three:. Hassidic ideas on the human soul : A tale of a Humble King
	11

	Z. Mark (Kol Sipurei), Marian Schleicher (A Theology of Redemption) M. Peikarz
	Four: Kabbalistic ideas of Galut and redemption: Tale of a Lost Princess. The first story told by R. Nahman.  
	12

	
	R. Nahman's Stories and Contemporary storytelling in the 18th century. Use of the stories today in visual plays and in Israeli culture at large.
	13


3. early requirements: None. 
4. Requirements of course: Obligatory Attendance in classes, a short presentation and a final exam.  Participation will be checked each class and is required for eligibility for the final exam.  All material that is posted on the moodle is required. All sources in the reader are required. None of the syllabus below is required. It is just for the student's knowledge and interest.

5. Components of the Final grade:

 Final grade is composed of final exam (90%), participation and a short presentation (10 %) consisting of a discussion of one of the stories in the bibliography chosen by the Student and the teacher.

6. Bibliography: 
Only the reader and the sources posted in Moodle are obligatory as well as sources with an asterisk. The following Bibliography is for personal interest and to give you an idea of the research going on in this field

Bibliography, According to Topics:
Obligatory: 
Hasidim and Mitnagdim
*Shuchat, Raphael, "Rabbi Hayyim of Volozhin's Polemic with Hassidism", Scripta Judaica Cracoviensia, 16 (2018), pp. 15-28.
*Buber, Martin, The Tales of Rabbi Nachman, NY 1956, pp. 3-42; 49-58; 71-94.
*Green, Arthur, Tormented Master: The life of Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav, Alabama 1979, pp. 337-367.
*Kaplan, Aryeh, Rabbi Nachman's Stories, Jerusalem 1985, pp. 10-28; 31-54; 105-116; 128-137;160-196;441-443;478-481;485-489.
Non-Obligatory Bibliography

Research on Hassidic Stories
Dan, Yosef, The Hassidic Story, Jerusalem 1975. (Hebrew)
Greis, Zeev, The Book, the Writer, and the Story in Early Hassidism, Kibbutz HaMeuhad, Tel Aviv 1992 (Hebrew).

Mark, Zvi, All the Stories of Rabbi Nahman of Breslav, Dov Elboim ed. Tel Aviv 2015 (Hebrew).

Peretz, Isaac Leib, Hassidism, Tel Aviv 1961 (Hebrew)

Wiesel Eli, Souls on Fire, Portraits and Legends of Hasidic Masters, NY 1972.  
Research on R. Nahman

Dan Yosef, "An Introduction to Sipurei Maasiyot of R. Nahman", Shadmot 38 1970) pp. 53-56 (Hebrew).
Elstein, Yoav, "Story Telling of R. Nahman of Breslav", Bikoret Uparshanut, 15(1980), p. 53.(Hebrew)
Huss, Boaz, "Matin Buber's Introduction to R. Nahman of Breslav's Stories and the Genealogy of Jewish Mysticism", Al Pi HaBe'er, Mugashim leYaakov Blidshtein, 
Erlikh, Kreisel, and Lasker ed., Beer Sheva 2008, 97-121 (Hebrew).
Lemberger, Dorit, "The Mystical Paradox in the Stories of R. Nahman of Bratzlav: A Jamesian Overview", Tradition, 50, 3 (2017), 35-53.
Oron, Mikhal, and Heidenberg, Henia, From the Mystical World of R. Nahman of Breslav, Tel Aviv 1986 (Hebrew).

Mark, Zvi, "On Laughter and Foolishness as the Worship of God: Reading "The Story of the Humble King" of R. Nahman of Bratslav ",  Mada'ei HaYahadut 41 (2002) 131-168 (Hebrew).
Schleicher,  Marianne, A Theology of Redemption: An Analysis of the Thirteen Tales in Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav’s Sippurey Ma’asiyot, PHD dissertation, University of Aarhus Denmark, 2002.
Wiskind-Elper, Ora, Tradition and Fantasy in the Tales of Reb Nachman of Bratslav, Albany 1998
7. Material for exam: Class Lectures, Reader and material in moodle for class.
