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Syllabus - Teaching Program for the Course
Selected Topics on the "Aggada"
Rabbi Ari Kahn | Judaic Studies / Basic Jewish Studies
02 371 80/81 Fall
02 372 80/81 | Spring



	Course Type:
	Lecture/class

	Scope of credits:
	2 for each semester – Fall and Spring

	Year of study:
	2026-7

	Semester:
	1st and 2nd

	Day & Time:
	Tuesdays 9:00 AM 

	Reception Time:
	Tuesday 2:00 PM

	Lecturer Email:
Moodle Site:
	Ari.kahn@biu.ac.il
Fall 80 - https://lemida.biu.ac.il/course/view.php?id=114645 
Fall: 81- https://lemida.biu.ac.il/course/view.php?id=114644
Spring  80 - https://lemida.biu.ac.il/course/view.php?id=118042 

	
	Spring 81 -  https://lemida.biu.ac.il/course/view.php?id=118043 
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Course description and learning goals

Course Abstract 
An in-depth study of the non-legal (Aggadic) sections of the Talmud. Students will engage with primary sources, analyze their literary form, and discuss philosophical implications within the worldview of the sages.
Two or three sentences providing a general description of the main topics and their connection 

Learning objectives (expand)
Knowledge: Students will describe Aggadic passages and define Talmudic ideas.
Skills: Students will analyze texts and evaluate their philosophical significance.
Values: Students will appreciate rabbinic thought and develop critical perspectives.

Knowledge
Knowledge Objectives for a Class on Aggada
1. Learners will describe the historical development of Aggadic literature within the Talmud and Midrash.
2. Learners will write a summary of a selected Aggadic passage, highlighting its narrative structure and theological implications.
3. Learners will analyze the symbolic language and metaphors used in Aggadic texts.
4. Learners will collect examples of Aggadic teachings that address ethical, theological, or mystical themes.
5. Learners will establish connections between Aggadic narratives and halakhic discussions in the same tractate or context.
6. Learners will compare Aggadic interpretations of biblical stories across different Midrashic sources.
7. Learners will identify the literary techniques used in Aggada to convey moral or spiritual lessons.

Skills 
1. Learners will analyze Rabbinic texts and commentaries
2.  Learners will evaluate different approaches

Values (if applicable)
In a class on Aggada, students can be guided to internalize a rich set of Jewish values that emerge from the narratives, parables, and ethical teachings embedded in the texts. Here are some core values they might learn:
1. Compassion and Empathy
Learners will explore stories that emphasize rachamim (mercy) and the importance of understanding others’ suffering.
2. Humility and Self-Reflection
Through tales of sages and penitents, students will encounter the value of anavah (humility) and the transformative power of introspection.
3. Faith and Trust in God
Aggadic texts often highlight bitachon (trust) and emunah (faith), especially in moments of crisis or uncertainty.
4. The Power of Teshuvah (Repentance)
Learners will engage with narratives that show how individuals can change, grow, and return to God, reinforcing the value of spiritual resilience.
5. Respect for Torah and Sages
Students will encounter reverence for Torah wisdom and the personalities who embody it, cultivating kavod haTorah.
6. Creativity and Imagination in Torah Study
Aggada models a Torah of the heart and imagination, encouraging learners to value chidush (creative insight) and spiritual depth.
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	Lesson No.
	Topic
	Active learning
	Required reading
	Assessment 

	1
	Introduction to Aggada – Suspending disbelief
	Lecture and discussion
	Tangled up in Crowns
	Written submission

	2-4
	Moshe went up to heaven

	Lecture and discussion
	Talmud -Menachot 29b 

	Written submission

	5-6
	"These and these are the words of the living God"
	Lecture and discussion
	Talmud - Eruvin 13b
	Written submission

	7-8
	"It`s not in heaven"
	Lecture and discussion
	Bava Metzia 59b, Mishnah Keilim 5:10
	Written submission

	9
	Early Life and Death of Rabbi Eliezer
	Lecture and discussion
	Sukka 28a, Pirki d`R, Eliezer chapters 1-2, Sanhedrin 68a,
	Written submission

	10
	How the Rabbis could reject Heaven
	Lecture and discussion
	
	Written submission

	11
	The "Disappearance" of Elazar ben Aruch
	Lecture and discussion
	Avot 2:8,9,14. Talmud Chagiga 14b   Avot D’Rabbi Natan chapter 6
	Written submission

	12
	What is Chanukah?
	Lecture and discussion
	Talmud Shabbat 21a
	Written submission

	

	
	
	
	



SECOND SEMESTER

	Lesson No.
	Topic
	Active learning
	Required reading
	Assessment 

	1-2
	"Four who entered Pardes"
	Lecture and discussion
	Talmud Chagiga 14b   
	Written submission

	3-4
	The Purim Story through the Prism of the Talmud

	Lecture and discussion
	Talmud Bavli Megila 10b, 12a,b 
	Written submission

	5
	Is Esther Written in the Torah?

	Lecture and discussion
	Talmud Bavli Hullin 139b
	Written submission

	6
	The Four Sons
	Lecture and discussion
	Rabbi Mishael Zion, Wicked: 20th Century Lessons from the Art of the Wicked Child http://textandcity.blogspot.co.il/2012/03/wicked-20th-century-lessons-from-art-of.html
	Written submission

	7
	The Four Sons in the Jerusalem Talmud
	Lecture and discussion
	Jerusalem Talmud Pesachim 10:4
	Written submission

	8-9
	THE STUDENTS OF RABBI AKIVA

	Lecture and discussion
	Talmud Yevamot 62b
	Written submission

	10
	The "threat" of Rav Shimon bar Yochai
	Lecture and discussion
	Talmud Pesachim 112a,
	Written submission

	11
	Rav Shimon Bar Yochai
	Lecture and discussion
	Talmud Shabbat 33a
	Written submission

	12

	The Repentance of Resh Lakish
	Lecture and discussion
	Talmud Bava Metziah 84a

	Written submission




* There may be changes in the syllabus depending on learning progress and effectiveness




[image: Clipboard Badge outline]Final grade	
Weekly assignments – 50% (at least 10 submitted)
Final exam – 50% (passing grade = 60).

	Description of the learning product
	Weight in the final score



[image: Checklist outline]Course requirements
Weekly assignments and a final exam. Minimum of 10 assignments required.
Attendence 80%


[image: Diploma outline] Prerequisites
Ability to read Talmudic texts in Hebrew or translation.
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