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Syllabus - Teaching Program for the Course
Foundations of Judaism 
Rabbi Yitzie Klapper
Course number:
07-936-02
07-937-02

	Course Type:
	Class / Lecture

	Scope of credits:
	1

	Year of study:
	2026

	Semester:
	Fall

	Day & Time:
	Monday morning

	Reception:
	Building 411 room 106

	Lecturer Email:
	ravklapper@israelxp.com

	Moodle Site:
	https://lemida.biu.ac.il/course/view.php?id=88457&lang=en 



Course Abstract
The objective of the class is to go through various fundamental topics essential to Judaism through the eyes of the Rambam and other Sages. We will discuss important issues and see various points of view on the  major ideas that are the backbone of  Judaism.

Learning objectives 
Having completed the course, students have a basic knowledge of foundational topics that are essential to living an Torah lifestyle. They will possess the skills to functionally perform many of the actions necessary to fulfill various Mitzvot. Finally, they will truly value the centrality of mitzvah observance in day to day life.

Knowledge
1. Learners will describe the intentionality of the creation of the world
2. Learners will define the most crucial sections of formal prayer
3. Learners will understand the way that Hashem judges every person individually based on their unique circumstances 
4. Learners will know the origin of Shabbat and the reasons that Hashem obligates us to observe it
5. Learners will truly grasp the concept of divinity of Hashem and his Torah and will have learned evidence to back up this knowledge 
Skills 
Learners will possess the skills to live a functional, positive, upbeat, and practical Torah life.

Values 
Upon completion of the course, students will not only have gained knowledge and skills, but they will have reshaped the values by which they live their lives. Shabbat, Prayer, Free Will, and the Divinity of G-d will play a larger role in their how students choose to live  

Lessons plan

	Lesson No.
	Topic
	Active learning

	1
	Man’s Purpose
	Collaborative learning

	2
	Creation Guest Speaker: 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Schroeder
	Guest Speaker: 
 Dr. Schroeder

	3+4
	Shabbat
	Collaborative learning

	5+6
	Prayer
	Collaborative learning

	7+8
	Divinity of Torah
	Collaborative learning

	9+10
	Har Sinai
	Collaborative learning

	11+12
	Free Will
	Collaborative learning

	
	
	




Final grade
	Requirements
	Weight in the final score

	Final Exam
	Will account for 80% of final grade

	Assessment Interview 
	Will account for 20% of final grade



Course Requirements
Final Exam
Assessment Interview- Students must sit down with professor at the end of the semester for an oral exam


Bibliography
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· Kaplan, The infinite Light, pg 35
· Luzzato, Derech Hashem, 1:2:1
· Luzzatto, Maamar HaIkarim, chapter 10
· Luzzatto, The path of the just, Chapter 1
· Nevensal,  BeYitzchak Yikare
· Rabbi Yehuda HaLevi, Kuzari, pg.2
· Shachter, Nefesh HaRav, pg. 152

Additional Readings
· Leff, A new Shabbos soul, Feldheim, 2012
· Mykoff, 7th Heaven, Breslov Research Institute, 2008
· Kleinman, Praying with Fire, Artscroll, 2007
· Schroeder, Genesis and the Big Bang,  Koinonia House Inc., 1991
· Tatz, Free Will- The Real You, Targum Press
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