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Syllabus - Teaching Program for the Course
Jewish Identity, Leadership and Leaders through the Ages
Prof. Adam S. Ferziger
Dept. of Jewish History and Contemporary Jewry
04-669-80
04-670-80

	Course Type:
	Lecture

	Scope of credits:
	3

	Year of study:
	2026-2027

	Semester:
	Fall & Spring

	Day & Time:
	Mon. 12:00-3:00

	Reception Time:
	Upon request

	Lecturer Email:
	ksferz@gmail.com



The Course's Objectives: (Overall Objectives/ Specific Objectives)
The objective of this course is to familiarize students with the development of modern Jewish identity.

Course Description: 
This course explores selected early modern, modern, and contemporary historical episodes and figures, with the that influenced the ensuing trajectory of Judaism within the environments and communities with which they were connected. Using biographical, religious and literary sources we will look at central dilemmas that confronted Jews in these periods.  As the course progresses we will focus on the tension between continuity and innovation that became an ever more central issue in modern times.  We will examine the various strategies adopted and the debates that ensued.










 The Process of the Course: 
(Teaching Methods, use of technology, Guest Speakers)  

  Detailed Lesson plan:
	Readings
	Topic of the Lesson
	Number of Lesson

	
	Introduction: From Tradition to Modernity in Modern Europe
	1

	Ferziger, Exclusion and Hierarchy, 27-40
	Hakham Zevi and the Emergence of Denominational Identity
	3-4

	Ferziger, Exclusion and Hierarchy, 61-89.
	Hatam Sofer – Exclusion

	5-6

	[bookmark: _Hlk488942127]Ferziger, Exclusion and Hierarchy, 90-112.
	R. Jacob Ettlinger - Hierarchy 
	7-9

	Ferziger, Exclusion and Hierarchy, 117-132.
	R. SR Hirsch, Between Right and Left
	10-12

	Mirsky, Rav Kook, 157-217.
	R. A.I. Kook, Redemption
	13-14

	Sarna, American Judaism, intro.
	American Judaism
	15-16

	Ferziger, Jewish Denominations, 91-160.
	Reform and Judaism of the Prophets
	16-17

	
	The Synagogue Center and Conservative Judaism
	18-19

	Ferziger, Beyond Sectarianism, 42-57.
	The Lookstein Dynasty
	20

	Ferziger, Jewish Denominations, 266-270.
	R. Joseph Soloveitchik, "The Lonely Man of Faith"
	21

	Ferziger, Beyond Sectarianism, 1-18
	R. Aaron Kotler and American Haredism
	22

	Ferziger, Beyond Sectarianism, 175-194.
	The Wellsprings of R. Menachem Mendel Schneerson
	23

	Ferziger, Beyond Sectarianism, 58-84.
	The Soviet Jewry Movement
	24

	Ferziger, Beyond Sectarianism, 151-174.
	Between Inreach and Outreach
	25

	Ferziger, Agents of Change, 1-95.
	Agents of Change
	26

	Ferziger, Agents of Change, 107-131. 
	Fragmentary Judaism
	27

	Nissim Leon, 
"Zikui Harabim: Ovadia Yosef's Approach toward Religious Activism and his Place in the Haredi Movement within Mizrachi Jewry"
	R. Ovadiah Yosef and the Israeli Eastern Neo-Traditionalist Revolution Sarah Schenirer and Female Jewish Leadership
	28

	Ferziger, Agents of Change, 194-213; 259-282.
	Jewish Religious Feminism
	29

	Ferziger, Agents of Change, 303-324.
	Israeli Judaism
	30



Requirements/ Assignment/Tasks: 
Class Participation and Weekly Homework Assignments/Final Exam
Class Participation and Homework: 30%
Exam/Final Paper: 70%
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