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September 2026

Syllabus - Teaching Program for the Course
Course Name: Talmud – Holiday Passages –  Fall Semester -From Chanuka to Tu Bshvat
Rabbi Ari Kahn | Judaic Studies / Basic Jewish Studies
Fall semester
Course No - 02047180| 
 Course name in Hebrew – 
מחנוכה ועד טו בשבט

Course Name: Talmud – Holiday Passages –  
 Spring Semester - From Purim – to the Holiday of Shavuot
Spring Semester
Course No - 02047680 
Course name in Hebrew – 
מפורים עד שבועות

	Course Type:
	class

	Scope of credits:
	2

	Year of study:
	2026-2027

	Semester:
	Fall and Spring

	Day & Time:
	Tuesday 12:00

	Reception Time:
	Tuesday 14:00

	Lecturer Email:
	Ari.kahn@biu.ac.il

	Moodle Site:
	Fall –  https://lemida.biu.ac.il/course/view.php?id=117173 


Moodle Site:		Spring - https://lemida.biu.ac.il/course/view.php?id=120638 	
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Course Abstract 
Study of Talmudic passages related to Shabbat and holidays, focusing on Chanuka through Tu Bshvat. The course explores halachic, historical, and sociological dimensions of the texts, integrating classical commentaries and contemporary perspectives.


Learning objectives 
What the student is expected to know, understand and/or be able to demonstrate having completed the course. Advisably, use 3 types of learning objectives: Knowledge, Skills, Values.

Knowledge

1. - Learners will describe the halachic foundations of holiday observances.
2. - Learners will define key concepts in Talmudic discussions on Shabbat and Chanuka….
3. - Learners will write reflections on the sociological implications of rabbinic decisions.

Skills 
The ability to reach a product or result effectively using the knowledge that has developed.
1. Learners will analyze Talmudic texts and commentaries.
2. Learners will evaluate historical contexts influencing halachic rulings.

Values (if applicable)
- Learners will appreciate the interplay between tradition and textual interpretation.
- Learners will recognize the importance of ritual in shaping Jewish identity.
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Fall Semester
Active Learning Plan
Topics: Course Structure:

	Assessment
	readings
	Active Learning
	Topic
	Class number

	Weekly assignment
	Talmud Shabbat  20b
	Collaborative learning
	Shabbat Candles
	1

	Weekly assignment
	Rambam Shabbat chapters 5 and 30
	Collaborative learning
	Why are candles lit? – Honoring/Enjoying Shabbat
	2-4

	Weekly assignment
	Talmud Shabbat 21a
	Collaborative learning
	The Candles in the Temple (Beit Hamikdash)

	5-6

	Weekly assignment
	Talmud Shabbat 21a
	Collaborative learning
	Candles used for Chanukah
	7-8

	Weekly assignment
	Talmud Shabbat 21a-b
	Collaborative learning
	Where and when to light Chanukah Candles
	9

	Weekly assignment
	Dvar Yehoshua 1:40
	Collaborative learning
	Sociological and Religious considerations of “Danger” - Strength of books versus tradition

	10

	Weekly assignment
	Beit Yosef, Orach Chaim 550, Abudraham
	Collaborative learning
	The Tenth of Tevet on a Friday - A Theoretical conundrum
	11

	Weekly assignment
	Talmud Rosh Hashana 2a
	Collaborative learning
	Tu B’shvat - Origin of Tu Bshvat Seder
	12

	
	
	
	
	





Spring Semester


	Assessment
	readings
	Active Learning
	Topic
	Class number

	Weekly assignment
	Talmud Rosh Hashana
	Collaborative learning
	The Real Adar?
	1

	Weekly assignment
	Tur – Laws of Purim
	Collaborative learning
	The Fast of Esther
	2-4

	Weekly assignment
	Talmud Megilah
	Collaborative learning
	Eating and Drinking on Purim

	5-6

	Weekly assignment
	Jerusalem Talmud Pesachim – 10th Chapter
	Collaborative learning
	Four Cups at the Seder
	7-8

	Weekly assignment
	
	Collaborative learning
	When to Make Matzah?
	9

	Weekly assignment
	Talmud Pesachim
	Collaborative learning
	Searching for the Afikoman
	10

	Weekly assignment
	Talmud Menachot
	Collaborative learning
	Counting the Omer
	11

	Weekly assignment
	Talmud Shabbat 88
	Collaborative learning
	Shavuot – Matan Torah?
	12

	
	
	
	
	




Final Grade Components
	Description of the Learning Product
	Weight in Final Score

	Weekly Assignments (min. 10 submissions)
	50%

	Final Assignment
	50%

	Passing Grade
	60


Course Requirements
- Weekly assignments based on class material.
- Final assignment.
- Minimum of 10 weekly submissions required.
- Attendance not graded but expected.
Prerequisites
Ability to read Talmudic texts in Hebrew or translation.
Bibliography
- Required readings: Talmudic passages listed in the syllabus.
- Commentaries: Rambam, Beit Yosef, Abudraham, Dvar Yehoshua.
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