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Syllabus - Teaching Program for the Course
The World of the Sages in Light of the Talmud and Midrash 
Rabbi Ari Kahn | Judaic Studies / Basic Jewish Studies
Course No
Fall – 0249980
Spring - 0250080

	Course Type:
	class, 

	Scope of credits:
	2

	Year of study:
	2026-2027

	Semester:
	Fall, and Spring

	Day & Time:
	Wednesday 9:00

	Reception Time:
	Wednesday 14:00

	Lecturer Email:
	Ari.kahn@biu.ac.il

	Moodle Site:
	Fall – https://lemida.biu.ac.il/course/view.php?id=114649 
Spring - https://lemida.biu.ac.il/course/view.php?id=118057 
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Course Abstract (expand)
This course explores the worldview of the Sages as reflected in Talmudic and Midrashic literature, focusing on their interpretations of biblical characters and narratives. Through philosophical and theological analysis, students will gain insight into how rabbinic thought deepens and reframes biblical stories. The course supports academic development in Judaic Studies by cultivating skills in textual analysis, critical thinking, and appreciation of rabbinic tradition.
Learning Objectives (expand)
Knowledge
Learners will:
1. Describe rabbinic interpretations of key biblical figures and events. 
2. Define core concepts in Midrashic and Talmudic literature related to theology and ethics. 
3. Write analytical reflections on the philosophical implications of rabbinic readings of biblical texts. 
4. Collect relevant Midrashic and Talmudic sources to support textual analysis. 
5. Plan structured comparisons between biblical narratives and rabbinic interpretations.
Skills
Learners will:
1. Analyze rabbinic texts to uncover theological and philosophical insights. 
2. Evaluate the interpretive strategies used by the Sages in re-reading biblical stories. 
3. Compare classical rabbinic approaches with modern scholarly perspectives. 
4. Synthesize ideas from multiple sources to form coherent interpretations. 
5. Present textual analyses in both written assignments and class discussions.
Values
Learners will:
1. Develop a critical standpoint toward traditional interpretations and their relevance today. 
2. Cultivate open-mindedness in engaging with diverse rabbinic voices and perspectives. 
3. Appreciate the depth and nuance of rabbinic thought as a lens for understanding scripture. 
4. Embrace the ethical and spiritual dimensions of rabbinic engagement with biblical texts. 
5. Reflect on the role of interpretation in shaping Jewish identity and historical consciousness.
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Fall – 0249980

	Lesson No.
	Topic
	Active learning
	Required reading
	Assessment 

	1
	The Fratricide of Cain

	Collaborative learning
	Midrash Rabbah - Genesis 22:2

	Written assignment

	2
	The leadership of Noah, “A Stupid Shepherd”

	Collaborative learning
	Sanhedrin 108a, Midrash Rabbah - Genesis 30:9, Zohar Hashmatot, Margoliot edition Bereishit 254b
	Written assignment

	3
	The Monotheism of Abraham - From logic to revelation. 

	Collaborative learning
	Midrash Rabbah Genesis 64:4, Midrash Rabbah Genesis 38
	Written assignment

	4
	The Sacrifice of Isaac

	Collaborative learning
	Shabbat 89b, Midrash Rabbah - Genesis 56:8

	Written assignment

	5
	Replacing a pair of Legends
	Collaborative learning
	Midrash Rabbah – Genesis 21:12,56:1,59:9.60:1, 60:9
	Written assignment

	6
	The competition of Esau and Jacob. 

	Collaborative learning
	Midrash Rabbah 99:9, 65:22, 65:10, 73:14

	Written assignment

	7
	Payback
	Collaborative learning
	Midrash Rabbah 72:3
	Written assignment

	8
	The Struggle of Jacob. 

	Collaborative learning
	Hulin 91a, Zohar Bereishit 170a, Yoma 86a,

	Written assignment

	9
		The leadership of Judah.
	Collaborative learning
	Midrash Rabbah 85:1,2,5,11,

	Written assignment

	10
	The Heroism of Joseph. 

	Collaborative learning
	Eicha Rabbah Introduction section 24, Sotah 36b, Sanhedrin 102a
	Written assignment

	11
	The Death of Jacob

	Collaborative learning
	Midrash Rabbah - Genesis 53:11, 96:1, 98:2, 99:5, 98:3, Pesachim 56a,
	Written assignment

	12
	The Emergence of Moses as leader.

	Collaborative learning
	Midrash Rabbah Exodus 1:8,26,32,
	Written assignment

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Spring - 0250080

	Lesson No.
	Topic
	Active learning
	Required reading
	Assessment 

	1
	Freedom
	Collaborative learning
	Brachot 4b, 12b, 28a, Pesachim 50a, Makot 24b 

	Written assignment

	2
	The Plagues 

	Collaborative learning
	Shmot Rabbah 13:3
	Written assignment

	3
	The Golden Calf
	Collaborative learning
	Sanhedrin 7a, Zohar introduction
	Written assignment

	4
	The Sabbath & Temple the underlying connection
	Collaborative learning
	Yoma 54b, 

	Written assignment

	5
	The Battle with Amalek

	Collaborative learning
	Mechilta Bshalach -Amalek
	Written assignment

	6
	The Antecedent of Leaving Egypt 

	Collaborative learning
	
	Written assignment

	7
	The Cherubs

	Collaborative learning
	Yoma 54a-b
	Written assignment

	8
	Holiness of Kitchens and Bedrooms
	Collaborative learning
	
	Written assignment

	9
	Jubilees
	Collaborative learning
	
	Written assignment

	10
	Nadav and Avihu 

	Collaborative learning
	Sifra Milluim 3
	Written assignment

	11
	The Unwritten book 

	Collaborative learning
	Talmud Shabbat 115b, Yerushalmi Taanit 4:5,
	Written assignment

	12
		The Spies
	Collaborative learning
	Sotah 35a, Gitten 55a,
	Written assignment

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



[image: Clipboard Badge outline]Final grade	

1. Weekly assignments – based on the work covered in class – 50% of the grade 
2. Final exam – 50% of the grade


[image: Checklist outline]Course requirements
Attendance to frontal lecture, preparation, and mastery of basic texts. There will be a final administered after each semester.
Required material for the exam, all primary texts, and commentaries, including material discussed in class.

[image: Diploma outline] Prerequisites
Familiarity with the Biblical Narrative
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Bibliography: Up-to-date reading, viewing, and listening content items Bibliography: 
Beisdin A. Man of Faith in the Modern world Ktav 1989
Braude W.G., Pesikta Rabbati (Yale Judaica series 18), New Haven 1968
Epstein I. The Babylonian Talmud Soncino press London
Freedman H., & Simon M., Midrash Rabba (10 volumes) London 1939
Ginzberg L. The Legends of the Jews (vols. 1-6) Philadelphia, 1913-1928
Goldin J., Fathers according to Rabbi Nathan (Yale Judaica series 10), New Haven 1955
Kahn, A Crowns on the Letters OU/Ktav NY 2020
Kahn, A, Echoes of Eden (5 volumes) OU/Gefen Jerusalem 2011-2016
Kahn, A, Emanations Targum Michigan, 2001
Kahn, A, Explorations Targum Michigan, 2002
Kahn, A, Explorations Expanded New York: Kodesh Press, 2019
Neusner J., The Talmud of the Land of Israel
Spiegel S. The Last Trial 1969
Twersky I. Introduction to the Code of Maimonides Yale 1980
Urbach E. The Sages - Their Concepts & Beliefs Jerusalem, 1979
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